
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

PARISH OF WINN 

MARCH 16, 2015 

 
The Police Jury of the Parish of Winn, State of Louisiana, met in Regular Session at its 

meeting place, the Police Jury Meeting Room of the Parish Courthouse, 119 West Main 

Street, Winnfield, Louisiana, on Monday, March 16, 2015 at 5:00 p.m. (CST), pursuant 

to the provisions of a written notice given each and every member thereof, and duly 

posted in the manner required by law.  (Note: President does not vote unless a tie) 

 

There were present: Honorable Jack McFarland-President, Mrs. Doris Leeper-

Vice President,  Mrs. Deionne Carpenter, Mr. Phillip 

Evans, Mr. Earl Lasyone, Mr. Dewayne Sanders and Mr. 

Robert “Bob” Hutto. 

 

There were absent:  None. 

 

Legal Counsel:  Mr. Chris Nevils. 

 

President Jack McFarland called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m.   

 

Mr. Earl Lasyone delivered the Invocation.  Miss Caroline Whisonant, local 4-H student  

led the pledge to the flag.  President McFarland notes that Miss Caroline is very active in 

4-H and is attending a public meeting tonight. 

 

Motion by Mr. Earl Lasyone to adopt the agenda.  Second by Mr. Phillip Evans.  Vote 

taken:  6 yeas.  0 nays.  0 absent.  1 abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mrs. Doris Leeper to adopt the minutes of February 18, 2015-Regular 

Meeting.   Second by Mr. Dewayne Sanders.  Vote taken:  6 yeas.  0 nays.  0 absent.  1 

abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & COMMENTS: 

 

President McFarland gives Notice of Public Meeting.  Notice is hereby given that in the 

event the voters approve the levy of ½% sales and use tax at the May 2, 2015 election, 

the Police Jury of the Parish of Winn, State of Louisiana, plans to adopt an ordinance 

providing for the levy of said sales and use tax pursuant to said voter authorization, at its 

meeting on Monday, April 20, 2015 at 5:00 p.m., at the Police Jury Room of the 

Courthouse, 119 W. Main Street, Winnfield, Louisiana. 

 

Mr. Michael Gough is present to discuss road and property concerns in East Winn Parish.  

Mr. Gough thanks the Jury for allowing him to come before them and voice some 

concerns that he has.  Mr. Gough hands the Jury pictures.  Mr. Gough states that his great 

grandfather left his family 200 acres of property between Olla and Sikes located at Jim 

Tom Mays Road.  Approximately 10 years ago, a corporation bought up 55,000 plus 

acres and put a high fence up around this property.  Mr. Gough states that his property 

and other property owner’s property are in the middle of this high fence.  These people 

have put up black mats across culverts on these Parish maintained roads causing erosion, 

flooding and causing water to back up.  It is an issue that I have been in contact with the 

Department of Agriculture and La. Department of Environmental Quality and is willing 

to share their findings.  The Department of Natural Resources is saying is that every area 

where you see these black mats, there is erosion problems, wash out problems and water 

being backed up and that is jurisdiction that the Police Jury is over.  Mr. Gough states 

that he is the voice of many local residents of this Parish that have concerns about their 

tax dollars being used to clean up messes that corporations create.  Mr. Hutto asks Mr. 

Gough if these pictures are on Jim Tom Mays Road?  Mr. Gough replies yes.  Mr. Hutto 

asks if Mr. Gough has ever been denied access on the road?  Mr. Gough replies no.  Mr. 

Hutto asks if the mats are on the right of way or on corporations property?  Mr. Gough is 

not exactly sure.  Mr. Gough adds that he feels like these issues are being overlooked.  

President McFarland requests copies of the documents that Mr. Gough has.  Again, Mr. 



Gough thanks the Jury for their time.  President McFarland states that the Jury will look 

at this documentation and get back with Mr. Gough probably through a road committee 

meeting. 

 

Mr. Perry Holmes, Road Superintendent addresses the Jury and gives a road update.   

Mr. Holmes states that due to the wet weather, not much grading has been able to be 

done.  Also, about the time our boxes came in for our bridges, it has been raining ever 

since.  As to the Harrisonburg Bridge, piles are spliced and formed up to pour concrete.  

Last Friday, Mr. Holmes states he went to inspect and water was running across the top 

of the forms.  He adds that it may take several more days for the water to go down before 

the concrete can be poured.  After that, 8 more piles need splicing.  Mr. Holmes states 

that it is hard to give a time frame right now with all the rain we have been having.  Mr. 

Holmes states that we are having a problem getting gravel as James Rock is out of rock.  

He adds that he went and got SB2 from Winn Rock.  The pot hole patching is going 

about as well as can be with all the rain. 

 

Mrs. Nelda Murphy, Justice of the Peace.  Mrs. Murphy addresses the Jury.  Mrs. 

Murphy is here to speak on the upcoming road tax.  She states that she is for the road tax 

adding that she voted for it before but seems like we can’t get it passed but hopefully this 

time it will pass.  She notes that she has sat in the Juror’s seat herself before and she 

knows how hard it is to work without money to keep up with the roads.  Most people 

don’t know what all the Jury does or where money goes.  Mrs. Murphy is hoping the Jury 

will put something in the paper to show revenues and expenditures, to show that the 

revenue is not coming in anymore to take care of the roads.  Mrs. Murphy states that she 

doesn’t want to pay a tax any more than anybody else but realizes that if we are going to 

drive over a road then we need to have a tax to do road work.  She adds that she would 

like to see some ditching done.  Mrs. Murphy states that when people come to town to 

buy their groceries and take care of their needs, it won’t do them any good if they can’t 

get there on the roads and if we don’t have some money coming in, then that is the shape 

we are going to be in.  Mrs. Murphy suggests that the Jury publish their priority list.   

 

President McFarland comments that the Timber Severance Tax is one of our largest 

sources of revenues for our roads.  75% of all timber severance taxes collected comes 

back to the local parish.  In 2008, we received $1,069, 000 and that has decreased down 

every year.  In 2014 we received $574,000.  That is a $500,000 loss of revenue that you 

just don’t overcome.  One of our other sources of revenue is our Forestry Tax.  In 2008, 

Forestry Tax was $384,000 to the Jury and the School Board with each receiving the 

same equal amount.  This year in 2015, it is estimated we will receive $119,000.  We 

were told that could be cut by 25%, so there is another $300,000 loss.  That is $800,000 

loss right there and our budget wasn’t $1,500,000 to begin with.  President McFarland 

challenges anyone to think they can overcome that loss of revenue to show him how.  He 

states that it didn’t happen overnight, that it has been a slow process.  Every year just 

more and more revenue has been gone, it has been taken away.  There is nothing the 

Police Jury can do.  Those revenues fall under Federal and State jurisdiction.  We have no 

control over that loss of revenue.  The amount of revenue that would be generated by the 

½ cent sales tax would be $900,000 a year and that would help us to overcome that 

shortfall.  If you remember, 8 years ago, we had a hot mix program.  Every year $200,000 

was spent to hot mix our roads.  That is gone.  We had more gravel to put out then.  That 

is gone.  We don’t have matching funds for State projects which is an absolute 

requirement under the State Constitution now.  Their 25% is not what our 25% math is.  

Our math 25% of a million is $250,000.  Under their math 25% is $333,000 because they 

divide a million by 75%.  Well it’s hard to turn down a million dollars when all you have 

to put up is $333,000.  It is hard to miss those opportunities.  President McFarland 

implores you and appreciates Mrs. Murphy coming forward and the Jury has to do a 

better job to get the public to understand that there are significant losses of revenue that 

are going to effect not the Jury today but future Juries and our Parish as a whole.   

Mr. Robert Hutto states that when Mrs. Murphy and him were first on the Jury a ton of 

washed rock gravel was $17 a ton, now it is $28 a ton and $30 a ton for limestone.  He 

states and we know how far a ton goes.  Mrs. Murphy states yes enough to fill up one 

good hole. 

Mr. Terry Taylor, logger addresses the Jury and states that he understands the situation.  

He states that it is going to take the people out here to get the road tax passed.  He adds 



that people like him are going to have to speak up and is coming to challenge the Jury to 

talk to people in their Districts and let them know that they are the ones that need to pass 

this tax.  Those that are against it, we need to convince them that we have got to have this 

tax.  Show the people the numbers so they can understand the numbers.  Some of us do 

but some don’t.  Mr. Taylor states that everyone needs this road tax and we need to 

convince the public to pass it.  The Jury can’t do it alone.  Mr. Taylor states that he is in 

support of the tax and will do what he can to help get the tax passed.  The Jury thanks Mr. 

Taylor. 

 

GUESTS: 

 

None. 

 

BUSINESS: 
 

Ms. Annie Goods, Executor Director reads the Section 8 report for March 2015. 

 

Beginning Balance:   $35,346.02 

Expenditures:    $24,919.42 

Balance at this time:   $10,426.60 

 

Regular Vouchers Under Lease  58 

Family Self-Sufficiency   10 

Total:      68 

 

Motion by Mrs. Deionne Carpenter to Approve the Section 8 report.  Second by Mr. 

Robert Hutto.  Vote taken:  6 yeas.  0 nays.  0 absent.  1 abstained.  Motion carried.  

President states that this is another Federal program 

 

Mrs. Doris Leeper reads the invoices for approval report: 

 

General Fund    $42,542.87 

Road Fund                 28,453.89 

Health Unit Fund          801.27 

Library           502.68 

Sales Tax Fund              103,066.02 

Total:     175,366.73 

 

Section 8                     689.14 

 

Motion by Mrs. Doris Leeper to Approve the monthly invoices.  Second by Mr. Robert 

Hutto.  Vote taken:  6 yeas.  0 nays.  0 absent.  1 abstained.  Motion carried.  President 

states that $37.00 was spend on each Parish Road. 

 

Motion by Mr. Phillip Evans to recognize employee James Hudson as permanent and 

give a 3% raise.  Second by Mr. Dewayne Sanders.  Vote taken:  6 yeas.  0 nays.  0 

absent.  1 abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mr. Robert Hutto to Adopt a Resolution authorizing the borrowing of 

$333,000 providing for the issuance of Certificates of Indebtedness.   Second by Mr. 

Phillip Evans.  Vote taken: 6 yeas.  0 nays.  0 absent.  1 abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

 (Resolution #006 of 2015 attached thereto and made a part of these minutes) 

 

Motion by Mrs. Doris Leeper to Adopt a Resolution to apply for Community Water 

Enrichment Fund (CWEF) for Water Main Extension along Coldwater Road..  Second by 

Mrs. Deionne Carpenter.  Vote taken:  6 yeas.  0 nays.  0 absent.  1 abstained.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 (Resolution #007 of 2015 attached thereto and made a part of these minutes) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & COMMENTS: 



 

Mr. Robert Hutto asks that everyone keep Mr. Earl Lasyone in their prayers as he has 

been ill lately. 

 

On motion of Mr. Robert Hutto, President McFarland declared the meeting adjourned at 

5:34 p.m. 

 

 

     ____________________________________ 

     MR. JACK MCFARLAND-PRESIDENT 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

___________________________________________________ 

KAREN TYLER-SECRETARY/TREASURER 


